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Homeowners Encouraged to Plant Trees

McLean Neighborhood Tree Program receives support

from the McLean Community Foundation.

omeowners who en-
joy trees can now
plant a tree in their
front yard this fall or
next spring with the help of the
McLean Trees Foundation (MTF).
The McLean Neighborhood Tree
Program, a new initiative of MTE
is funded in part by the McLean
Community Foundation and en-
courages homeowners to become
actively engaged in the selection,
planting, and care of their trees.

The program, the first of its kind
in McLean, is similar to existing
tree programs in Falls Church, Ar-
lington, and Washington D.C. The
program emphasizes homeowner
involvement and long-term resto-
ration of a quality tree canopy
rather than short-term quantity
planting of trees.

“To plant a tree and see it thrive
and grow over a period of time is
a joyful and positive experience,”
said Joyce Harris, Chairman of the
McLean Trees Foundation. “Trees
improve our environment, contrib-

rlved.,.Pansms and Mums

Free':'EEiates

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
From left: Janet Tysee, MCF Trustee; Alan Denko, MTF
Board Member; Amee Burgoyne, President of MCF; Joyce
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ute to our health and well-being,
and enhance the character and
beauty of our community.”

MTF has traditionally planted
trees on public and private prop-
erty, but this is the first MTF pro-

gram designed to encourage ho-
meowner involvement and to edu-
cate homeowners about the envi-
ronmental, health, aesthetic, and
economic benefits of trees.

“Trees impact our lives and the
environment in many ways, but
some homeowners may not real-
ize that there are significant eco-
nomic benefits to be gained from
planting trees on their property”,
said Harris. “For example, trees
increase property values by 10 to
15 percent; homes with trees sell
more quickly and for higher prices
than homes without trees; and one
mature 25-foot tree reduces an-
nual heating and cooling costs of
a typical residence by 8 to 12 per-
cent.”

An additional goal of the pro-
gram is to help restore and diver-
sify the tree canopy in McLean.

“To fully enhance the tree
canopy in Fairfax County, tree
planting must occur on privately-
owned residential lots, as county-
owned and commonly-owned
open spaces are limited,” said
Keith Cline, Director of the Fairfax
County Urban Forest Management
Division. “Residential lots have the
most space for planting new trees

in Fairfax County and trees are
more likely to thrive with a home-
owner caring for them.”

“A program like this benefits the
environment, neighborhoods,
homeowners, and the commu-
nity,” said Jim McGlone, Urban
Forest Conservationist with the
Department of Urban Forestry in
Northern Virginia, and a consult-
ant to the program. ‘A healthy tree
population projects a positive com-
munity image and improves the
quality of life for all of us.”

To join the program,
homeowners must complete an
application that can be found
online and pay a $50 fee that helps
to supplement program costs.
Once an application has been re-
ceived, MTF volunteers will visit
the homeowner’s property to dis-
cuss the program, review their
property, and recommend tree spe-
cies and planting locations.

Planting dates can be scheduled
for the fall or spring. Applications
are accepted year round.

More information on the McLean
Neighborhood Tree Program can
be found on MTF's website
McLeanTreesFoundation.org. or
call Joyce Harris at 703-216-5605.
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